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SUPPLY chains of British compa-
nies will come under increased 
scrutiny since the U.K. Modern 
Slavery Act came into effect on 
29 October.  

British companies with income 
of more than £36 million will be 
required to publish statements on 
their websites verifying that they 
have conducted due diligence 
inquiries to ensure suppliers are 
not using forced labour.  

Although the Act does not 
include financial or criminal pen-

alties, companies risk damaging 
their reputation and their share 
price through hostile media cover-
age and boycotts by activists.   

The Act increases penalties for 
human traffickers to a maximum 
of life imprisonment.    

Protection  
At the time the bill was passed 

in March, Home Office minister 
Lord Bates said the legislation 
would “give protection to the vic-
tims who need it.” Lord Bates 

The suit was launched by Don-
na Corbello, the widow of journal-
ist Rex Woodward, who wrote a 
commissioned biography of one 
of the group’s members, Tommy 
DeVito.  The book was published 
after Woodward died in 1991.  He 
allegedly expected to share profits 
from sales of the biography.    

Broadway  
Years later material from the 

book was used in creating the 
award-winning Broadway musical 
and film that followed.  Corbello 
reportedly contends that her late 

husband’s work is the basis of 
about 30 per cent of the show.  

However, Frankie Valli and 
Bob Gaudio, two other members 
of The Four Seasons, claim that 
DeVito granted them permission 
to adapt the book.  Corbello is 
expected to argue that the agree-
ment lapsed under a clause relat-
ing to the musical, which opened 
in 2005 and is still playing on 
Broadway and in London.  

A U.S. judge ruled in October 
that the case should go to trial by 
jury in May 2016. 

JERSEY Boys, the hit musical based on the story of the 1960s pop group The Four Seasons, has been at 
the centre of a copyright dispute that is now expected to go to trial in the U.S. next year.  

Bob Gaudio (left) with Frankie Valli 

‘Jersey Boys’: the court case 
 

U.S. judge orders copyright trial 
to decide claim by writer’s widow 

U.K. Modern Slavery Act 
 

Companies must check supply chains 
to eliminate forced labour practices 
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Following a ruling on 9 October by 
U.S. District Court Judge Paul 
Gardephe, a jury will have to decide 
whether the former president of 
Knoedler & Company gallery, Ann 
Freedman, knew that the paintings were 
fake when the gallery sold them.   

Knoedler was the oldest gallery in 
New York before it closed in 2011.  
Court papers allege that it had sold 32 
fake masterworks over a 15 year period.   

The fakes in the current cases were 
created by Pei-Shen Qian who lived in 
New York, but has since fled to China.  
He reportedly said that he did not know 
they had been sold as originals.  

The paintings were brought to the 
gallery by Long Island art dealer Glafira 
Rosales, who pleaded guilty to related 
charges in 2013.   

The two suits were brought respec-
tively by John D. Howard, a collector 
who purchased the fake de Kooning, 
and the family of Domenico De Sole, 
the chairman of Sotheby’s, who paid 
$8.3 million for a fake Rothko that the 
gallery acquired for $950,000 in 2004 
from Ms. Rosales.   

Ms. Rosales has said that the paint-
ings had been widely exhibited so that 
their authenticity could have been chal-
lenged.  However, Judge Gardephe said 

that the exhibitions had merely created 
“a facade of credibility.”  

A lawyer for Mr. De Sole and his 
family said that the Knoedler gallery 
and Ann Freedman “defrauded victims 
out of tens of millions of dollars.”  

PAINTINGS imitating works by famous modern artists such as Wil-
liam de Kooning and Mark Rothko will be at the centre of two law 
suits scheduled for January in New York.  

Ann Freedman 

A ruling on 14 October by the country’s 
Supreme Court allows for appeals by two 
women who argued that their husbands 
lied about their finances.  

Alison Sharland, 48, was awarded a 
£10.3 million settlement in 2012 against 
her husband who founded the software 
business Appsense.  Mr. Sharland said he 
was not planning to float the company, but 
Mrs. Sharland learned that the business 
was being prepared for a listing with a 
value of up to £1 billion.  

Varsha Gohil, 50, had settled with her 
husband Bhadresh Gohil for £270,000.  

However, Mr. Gohil was later sentenced to 
ten years in prison for offences including 
money laundering.  A Court of Appeal 
ruled that evidence from the criminal trial 
could not be used by Mrs. Gohil.  

But unanimous judgments by the Su-
preme Court decided that dishonesty or 
fraud involving failure to disclose finan-
cial assets are grounds for re-negotiating 
divorce settlements.  

Lady Hale, Deputy President of the Su-
preme Court, said of the Sharland case: 
“She had been deprived of her right to a 
full and fair hearing of her claims.” Alison Sharland 

NORWEGIAN police arrested the former 
CEO of the Russian telecoms company Vim-
pelCom on 4 November in a case linked to 
alleged corruption in Uzbekistan.  

Jo Lunder, who stepped down from Vim-
pelCom in April, is now Chief Executive of 
the Fredriksen Group, a company involved in 
shipping and offshore oil rigs.   

Norwegian prosecutor Marianne Dju-
pesland said that Lunder was arrested in Oslo 
on suspicion of corruption.  His lawyer told 

Norwegian television that his client denies 
the allegation.  

VimpelCom has more than 200 million 
subscribers in 14 countries.  The company is 
under investigation in the United States and 
Holland over allegations that it paid bribes to 
win a license in Uzbekistan.  

Provision  
The company announced that it would 

make a provision of $900 million in relation 
to the U.S. and Dutch investigations. 

DIVORCE proceedings in the U.K. can now be re-opened if a spouse has 
been dishonest about his or her wealth. 

Jo Lunder 

Norwegians arrest telecoms CEO on corruption allegations 

Jury trial set for New York art gallery 

British divorce settlements open to challenge 
when spouses fail to disclose financial assets 
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FOR nearly ten years, from autumn 2002 to spring 
2011, Bishop Group produced two semi-annual news-
letters, one for clients of its corporate investigations 
practice and another for clients of its intellectual prop-
erty division.  

Starting with this issue of the newsletter, Bishop 
Group has combined the separate publications into 
one in the belief that there is no longer a clear divide 
between corporate issues and intellectual property 
issues.  They are inextricably linked in terms of com-
pany values and vulnerabilities.  

We hope you will enjoy reading the newsletter and 
welcome your comments. 

CLASS action law suits, a staple of 
American litigation against large 
companies, can now be launched in 
the U.K.   

Under the Consumer Rights Act 
2015, which took effect on 1 Octo-
ber, companies that have broken anti-
trust law can be subject to collective 
actions in British courts.   

Until now companies risked fines, 
but the sums involved were consider-
ably smaller than those awarded to 
class action litigants in the U.S.     

Furthermore, any action in the 
U.K. required each individual claim-
ant to join the action.  In the future, a 
representative can bring a claim on 

behalf of a class of claimants.  It is 
likely that many such claims will be 
financed by third-party funders who 
invest for a slice of any award.  

The principal difference between 
the U.S. and U.K. systems is that 
British judges do not award punitive 
damages to successful claimants.  In 
the U.S juries hear the cases and set 
the damages, which can be tripled by 
the judge.  Also, in Britain the losing 
party pays not only their own costs, 
but those of the other side.  

Richard Lloyd, an executive at 
the consumer watchdog “Which?” 
told the BBC that the new law “will 
give consumers more power against 
unscrupulous businesses.” 

DRUG company Roche has averted the 
imposition of special provisions in the U.K. 
Patents Act 1977 which could have seen 
the British government disregard a patent 
in the national interest.  

Cancer  
A campaign by patients and clinicians 

was launched in October to pressure U.K. 
Health Secretary Jeremy Hunt to invoke 
the provisions in response to Roche’s high 
charges for its cancer drug Kadcyla.  

The campaign was a response to costs 
that could have reached £90,000 a year for 
the drug, which can extend the lives of 
women suffering from advanced breast 

cancer.  The U.K. body that approves med-
ical treatments for the National Health Ser-
vice refused to supply the drug to patients 
because of the costs.   

However, early in November Roche 
agreed to an undisclosed reduction in the 
price of the drug for the NHS in England 
where it will be subsidised through the 
Cancer Drugs Fund.  It remains unavailable 
to people in Wales and Scotland.  

The chief executive of Breast Cancer 
Now, Baroness Delyth Morgan, was quoted 
in The Guardian saying: “There’s a bigger 
problem with our drug access and pricing 
system that will not go away.” 

ONLINE sales of counterfeit mobile phone 
parts led a Spanish national based in California 
to forfeit $3.2 million following an investiga-
tion by the U.S. Internal Revenue Service and 
Homeland Security Investigations.  

Guilty  
Octavio Cesar Sana of San Diego pleaded 

guilty in September to charges of selling the 
Chinese-made fakes.  The 42-year-old was 
arrested in February.    

According to prosecutors, during searches 
across the United States more than 55,000 
counterfeit items were seized.  The plea agree-
ment reveals that since 2007 Sana sold about 

$6.5 million of cell-phone parts and accesso-
ries.  He admitted that about half were fakes.  

Sana named at least four other people who 
colluded in the distribution of the counterfeit 
phone parts, including 36-year-old Angela 
Rose Vela, also of California.  

Sana and Vega are scheduled to be sen-
tenced in January.  

David Shaw, Special Agent in Charge for 
Homeland Security Investigations in San Die-
go, said: “IP theft poses a very real public 
safety threat, by generating proceeds for or-
ganised crime and by introducing substandard 
goods into the commerce chain.” 

Richard Lloyd 

Baroness Delyth Morgan 

David Shaw 

I.R.S. catches online sales of fake phone parts 

U.K. campaigners threaten patent over drug costs 

Consumer Rights Act 
 

U.K. class actions become possible 
under latest consumer legislation 



Autumn/Winter 2015  Page 4 

Bishop International Limited 
14 Waterloo Place, London SW1Y 4AR 

Telephone: +44 (0)20 7321 6355 

Fax: +44 (0)20 7321 6356 

email: research@bishop-group.com 

www.bishop-group.com 

Q: In the early part of your career 
you had eight years of laboratory experi-
ence.  How has it informed your work 
for Bishop IP Investigations? 
 
A: I was a laboratory assistant 
working on product development—
research projects that lasted over several 
months.  Later I worked in laboratories 
related to the oil industry, the semi-
conductor industry and on cements used 
in nuclear burial repositories.  It taught 
me how to handle technical topics—
problem solving for anything to do with 
science and technology. It means I can 
speak to people who work in those in-
dustries and disciplines. 
 
Q: Did working with SATRA, the 
British research and technology centre, 
increase your understanding of patents? 
 
A: My first exposure to patents 
was as a chemist.  We would go along to 
the British Library and manually under-
take patent searches.  The sort of things 
we do online nowadays we would do by 
hand.  That’s how I learned what patents 
are and how to find them.  When I was 
at SATRA my job was to keep an eye 
open for patents that were relevant to the 
footwear industry. 
 
Q: At one point in your career you 
provided information services to 
SmithKline Beecham manufacturing 
sites.  Your clients, in effect, were, in-
house.  Is it easier or more difficult to 
deal with external clients?  
 
A: It’s more difficult now because 
the relationships with clients are more 
formal.  It’s over the telephone or by 
email.  It’s more difficult than when I 
was dealing with people who worked 
down the corridor. 

Q: What is the range of sectors 
you cover now and which are the great-
est challenge? 
 
A: Now I cover any and every 
sector known to mankind—food and 
drink, clothing, chemicals and pharma-
ceuticals, technology—it’s everything.  
Technology is always difficult because 
technology changes so quickly. 
 
Q: Over the 15 years that you have 
worked for Bishop, how has the work 
changed? 
 
A: Looking back we didn’t have 
the same level of access to online infor-
mation.  There wasn’t the range of 
sources that we have now.  Much more 
was done by going out on the road.  
Generally speaking, the cases are more 
complex.  What we are asked to do by 
law firms is more demanding.  Our cli-
ents are often pitching us into issues at 
the last minute.  People want things 
much more quickly and their expecta-
tions are higher.   
 

Advice 
 
Q: What advice would you give 
clients about undertaking investigations 
in the IP field?  
 
A: Come to the experts—don’t try 
to do it yourself.  We like clients to tell 
us the background and to make it clear 
what they want us to find out—and to be 
available to talk about progress.  
 
Q: You recently gave evidence in 
court.  What was it like? 
 
A: It’s interesting to see how the 
whole process works.  Previously, my 
only exposure was what I saw on televi-

sion—a tiered court room with people in 
wigs and gowns, darkened wood and 
pretty tricky questions from barristers.  
It is like you see on TV, but in a more 
modern setting and a bit more relaxed.   
 
Q: What do you like most about 
your job? 
 
A: I’m someone who likes sitting 
down at a computer and doing research.  
I love digging for information and trying 
to find the answers.  But there’s an edge 
to it.  We know that there are people out 
there who have the answers in their 
heads.  It’s the challenge of trying to 
find that person and extract that infor-
mation from them in a friendly, business
-like way.  That’s why you end up with 
sweaty palms occasionally.  It is really 
very satisfying. 
 
Q: What do you like to do when 
you’re not working? 
 
A: I’m a Nottingham Forest sup-
porter.  I also support Worthing Football 
Club.  I like walking on the Downs and 
going for a pint of real ale afterwards. 

Steve White is an Associate Director at Bishop IP Investigations.  Steve has a degree 
in chemistry from Nottingham Trent University and worked at Beecham Pharmaceu-
ticals where he managed the company’s Site Information Service for six years.  He 
joined Bishop IP Investigations in December 1999.  

Profile: Steve White, Associate Director 

The chemistry of IP investigations 
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