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The Calvi conundrum continues 
Philip Willan's The Last Supper dusts down the conspiracy theories surrounding 
Roberto Calvi's death, says Jeff Katz  
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When Roberto Calvi was found hanging under Blackfriars Bridge 
in June 1982, it took the City of London police only 24 hours to 
decide that the chairman of one of Italy's largest private banks, 
Banco Ambrosiano, had committed suicide. Not many people 
shared their opinion, but two years and two inquests later, the 
question of murder versus suicide was still unanswered. 

What was known by then was that Calvi had been involved with 
three of the most controversial institutions in Italy: the mafia, the 
Vatican and its internal bank, the IOR, and a secret state-within-a-state operating under 
the cover of a Masonic lodge known as P2. It took 24 years before Italian magistrates 
were able to indict five people for being part of a conspiracy to murder the 62-year-old 
banker. Their trial began in Rome last year and has not yet concluded. 

Philip Willan's book The Last Supper is the fourth in English about Calvi's death. He 
does a good job of covering the relevant history for the reader unfamiliar with the story, 
from the discovery of the body hanging from scaffolding to the bizarre odyssey of the 
people who surrounded the banker during his last days. The strength of the book lies in 
the revelations produced by the trial. Most interesting from a London perspective is the 
connection established between Sergio Vaccari, a drugs dealer murdered in his Holland 
Park flat three months after Calvi's death, and other players in the story. There is also the 
testimony from mafia boss Antonio Giuffre, who claimed that members of his clan 
committed the murder and that it was the job of one of the defendants, Flavio Carboni, to 
deliver the banker into their hands. 

The book's weakness lies in Willan's expansive recounting of nearly every conspiracy 
theory related to the case, with the author attributing more or less equal weight to all of 
them. 

 
 


